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BKK to Vientiane via NongKhai
1.
Bangkok has two train stations.
Bangkok Train Station (Hua Lamphong): You can buy tickets here, but trains doesn’t depart from this station.

Krung Thep Aphiwat Central Terminal (Bang Sue Grand Station): Trains depart from here
You can buy tickets online via *D-Ticket* too

2.
Take MRT subway to Bang Sue station, or take a taxi, which is often cheaper than Bolt.
The waiting area offers a wide variety of inexpensive food and snacks.

3. 
After getting off the train in Nong Khai, Tuk-tuks are on the right side, abou 50 THB including luggage to entry port.
* If you have the energy, you can navigate and walk to the border on foot.


Laos Border – Visa on Arrival

4. 
After exit thai immigration
   * Pay in Thai Baht for the shuttle to the Laos border.
   * At the Laos side, knock on the window to request a visa on arrival.

A. Two forms will be given:
   * One requires a **photo** (marked as 1-inch, but a 2-inch photo is acceptable).
   * You need to fill in hotel name, address, and phone number, no need to book though.

B. The other one is the **entry & departure card**:
   * You don’t need to fill it out or hand it in on arrival.
   * Some checkpoints will collect the departure part when you leave Laos.You may need to pay around 10CNY if you don’t have the card..

C. Visa fee: USD 20, the bill must be relatively new. There is a 1 dollar extra fee if not official time. I’ve never been charged though.

   * On the other side of the visa office, (facing window, to your left side, you can walk to there), there is a currency exchange booth, to get USD 20 for the visa.
   * They also sell SIM cards, the 15 days, 30 GB is reasonable..

5. 
Afterexist Laos customs, it’s at the opposite road of exchange/SIM booth, around 20,30meters, there is bus to the city. Terminal station is CBS, Central Bus Station.

6. 
After arriving CBS station, 900 meters you will find W\&W computer offers high-rate currency exchange. It accepts *WeChat Pay, Alipay, or cash.
200 m from W\&W computer, you will find **Laos Telecom**, where you can buy a SIM card at cheap price.

Tip:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Save these two addresses in Google Map and download the offline map in advance. Remember to check the **opening hours**.
