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Bangladesh Visa – Tourist Visa on Arrival
After landing in Bangladesh and entering the airport, you’ll find two counters.
At the visa fee counter, they’ll charge visa fee, exchange currency and give you changes.
Next to the counter, submit the payment slip and apply for the visa on arrival.
Prepare hotel details, phone number, and return flight ticket.
Money & SIM Cards
Currency exchange rates is almost same in the airports, RMB differs by 0.5, USD by 1.
SIM cards at the airport are more expensive.

Tip: Download Google offline maps in advance and save the 1st locations you will go and the nearest phone shops, eg ‘Banglalink’

Exit the airport, you’ll see a huge national flag and an overpass bridge.
Walk a little bit to cross the bridge and you will see the train station, take train to Dhaka city.
About 1km from final station, walk or take a taxi to buy a local SIM card. 
Language & Transport
You’ll meet plenty of friendly people willing to help. Many university students speak English. 

In Dhaka, there are plenty of buses, but very crowded.
Taxis / Uber: Uber is available but limited, because many locals are illiterate and most of drivers don’t have smartphones.

Registering Uber when you buy your SIM is wise. If somehow you didn’t, ask a friend abroad to receive it.
You can use the app to check approximate fares but hail on site. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are Cycle rickshaws (human-powered) or electric rickshaws for short-distance rides (about 1–6 km). CNG auto-rickshaws (compressed natural gas) can go longer distances.
Intercity Travel
Train: The most comfortable and safest option if tickets are available.
The website/app requires a local ID to view schedules. You can buy tickets at the station window but often sold out. Black-market tickets cost more.

Flights: Sometimes Dhaka–Sylhet fares can be as low as 147 CNY, but Dhaka is the only hub for most domestic flights.

Buses: Very common for intercity travel, usually no need to book in advance.
Some companies have better buses that cost only a few dozen BDT more.
Roads are often bumpy and dusty.
AC buses are much better though relatively expensive, but have fixed schedules and are less frequent 
For example, Sreemangal → Chittagong only twice a week.

Outside Dhaka you’ll often find shared rides for popular routes—just ask other passengers; it’s cheaper.
Accommodation
There are usually hotels close to bus terminal. Walk-in bookings are often cheaper. Call ahead to confirm room availability.

I avoid eating on open street but tea stalls are common, if shops, they always provide sink and soap for handwashing.
With around 20 CNY you can enjoy a very good meal in a decent shop.
Impressions of Bangladesh
Dhaka can indeed feel chaotic, dirty and overcrowding, poor infrastructure, and hotels that are old and not cheap. Streets are often full of potholes.

But this is not because people are lazy—it’s more about limited opportunities.

Online reviews can be negative, use them as reference only, go see for yourself.
I visited 12 cities and had many unexpected encounters. People were exceptionally warm and helpful. Normally I don’t like to interact with strangers while traveling, but in Bangladesh I had to—people even paid my fares or picked up the bill.


Some people lead you hoping for a small tip/a cup of tea, 20 BDT is just over 1 RMB.
Tip for Gifts
Maybe bring pens or sugar-free candy. You can give them to children or to kids who ask for money.


